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Many writers come to The Story Center for help telling their 
stories through in-person training like the Storytelling 
Certification courses as well as networking activities such as the 
Woodneath Writers group. The Story Center offers a wide-ranging 
book collection, online resources, as well as classes and events 
to support local writers in pursuing their passion.
One local author who found some inspiration through The Story 
Center is Kathy Perry, author of the Bandana Acres picture books. 

https://www.mymcpl.org/story-center/get-started/storytelling-certificate-program
https://www.mymcpl.org/story-center/get-started/storytelling-certificate-program
https://www.mymcpl.org/story-center/events?search-term=woodneath+writers&start-date=&category=All


The Story Center recently had the opportunity to sit down with 
Kathy and learn about her process.

Story Center (SC): We're here with local kids' book author Kathy 
Perry. Thank you for joining us, Kathy. Can you tell us about the 
books you have coming out?

Kathy Perry (KP): My Bandana Acres series is a leveled-reader 
series about animals, adventures, and friendship. Each book 
revolves around things that kids deal with and how to overcome 
those obstacles. For instance, in Feebs to the Rescue, Feebs the 
Kitten finds herself lost in the dark, but her new friend, Ollie the 
dog, needs help. Can she find the courage to lead a night rescue? 
Other books explore topics such as thinking ahead about 
consequences for actions, dealing with anger, and learning to 
trust. Each book guides the reader through conflict and resolution 
in an encouraging and uplifting way.

SC: How did you first get into writing?

https://www.chickadeewords.com/


KP: I went to a craft fair and there was a girl selling cute 
watercolor artwork for preschoolers. As I was looking at it, I 
thought, “This would be great in a kids book!”— which turned into 
“I could write kids books!”  What finally pushed me into trying my 
hand at getting my work out there was when my father passed 
away. He was always telling stories. I took a look at my life at that 
point and realized that I was tired of the cycle of working and not 
making a difference. His passing gave me the much-needed push 
to do something that I enjoyed and where I felt I had purpose.
SC: Tell us about how The Story Center played a role in your 
writing.

KP: I learned about The Story Center for the first time through the 
Library's catalog. I heard about the Woodneath Writers group and 
started attending as a way to get feedback and inspiration. I’m 
glad to be part of a core group of supportive, intelligent writers 
that attend every month, but I’m also thrilled that there are new 
faces each month. The Story Center has also provided great 
networking opportunities. I attended a writers weekend put on by 
The Story Center and met the person who is now my publicist! 
The Story Center is a great way to learn about writing and to 
connect with others that are on the same path.

SC: What advice do you have for other writers?

KP: I think the most important thing is to write what you love. Do 
your research about publishing options, but don’t try to do 
everything by yourself. Find a team of people that can help you 
make your books successful.

SC: Congratulations on your book launch, and thank you for 
joining us today. We wish you success in your writing!

Learn more about Kathy's Bandana Acres at chickadeewords.com!

https://www.chickadeewords.com/

